The Subject of Law
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“We have learnt about the rule of law from
our liberal studies. From the sharing, we
learnt more of its importance from the
legal professional's perspective, which
echoes with what we studied in school.”

- He Shuquan
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“As students, one of the challenges we
will have to face when we first enter the
workplace will be how to adapt to the work
environment. One tip | learned was the
importance of learning from mistakes.”

— Chao Tsz Kwan
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he rule of law is the corner-
Tstone of Hong Kong’s eco-

nomic success and social sta-
bility. But what does it entail? How
does our legal system work and
what cases qualify for being judged
in a court? These were just some of
the questions that students asked
during a visit to Sun Lawyers for
20 Chan Shu Kui Memorial School
students as part of the Business-
Schools Partnership Programme
organized by the Chamber.

Szeto Wai Sun, Senior Partner
of Sun Lawyers gave students an
introduction to the rule of law and
the structure of Hong Kong’s judi-
ciary system. Szeto highlighted the
underlying principle of common
law that a person is presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty. Chan Wing
Leung, Partner of Sun Lawyers,
brought up a few common teen-
age criminal offences and reminded
students to be careful to not commit
such offences.

Two of the firm’s trainee solici-
tors shared their experiences with
students, who were eager to hear
about the trainee’s experiences
when studying law at university.
“At university, we studied the legal
principles and read different case
laws. We gained valuable experience
when appearing on behalf of clients
in court’s chambers during our two-
year trainee period,” said trainee
Kang Wan Mandy .

“Persistence is important when
studying law and to become a law-
yer. I read the dictionary everyday
in order to improve my English
vocabulary,” shared Tse Hing Min
Andy, another trainee. They gave
practical advice to students who are
interested in studying law.

On their second visit to the firm,
students were given a guided tour of
the Kwun Tong Magistrates’ Courts
to experience how justice is served
in real cases.

Szeto explained the structure
of the courtroom, which students
may get disillusion about from TV
dramas, and then accompanied stu-
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“l want to work in a law firm after
graduating. This talk was very useful for
me as | learnt what to study and different
channels for getting into law school.”

[REXRASEEMTINE RRBEXRTE
R BRULERETHES  YRBTEANZER

BRARRIRR -

~

— Elise Tao Ka Ying
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dents to hear a real court case. Stu-
dents later had the chance to talk with
Ernest Lin, Principal Magistrate, after
the court case.

“Being Principal Magistrate, we
have certain discretions, but we need to
know the scales of justice. I always need
to keep calm and critically judge cases,
but this is a rewarding job and gives me
a sense of job satisfaction,” said Lin.

On answering students’ questions
on joining the legal profession, he
said, “Firstly, you need to study for a
law degree, which is not easy. During
the long and difficult learning process,
you will learn which area of law you
want to practice.” ¥
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The programme for 2013/14 has
just ended and we are starting to
recruit member companies to
join the programme for the
school year 2014/15. If your
company is interested in
participating in this meaningful
programme by sharing your
industry and career knowledge
with secondary school students,
please call us at 2823 1239, or

email kylie@chamber.org.hk for
further details.
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